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Abstract

Kikigaki and the Possibility of “Solidarity”
—Rereading the Works of Fumiko Kawada

Ryoko HIRONO

The purpose of this paper is to consider the possibility of “solidarity” that
begins with listening to and writing about the experiences of others, with a
focus on “Akagawara no ie (The House of Red Tiles)” and Kawada’s magazine
articles and writings prior to the book. In her masterpiece “Akagawara no ie”,
Kawada Fumiko portrays the life of Bae Bong-gi, a former “comfort woman”
from Korea. Since the first meeting with Bae in 1977, Kawada had listened to
and recorded Bae’s narrative and wrote it down in her own words. The method
of Kikigaki is not unique only to “Akagawara no ie” but had been developed
from her earlier works.

It is said that so-called “comfort women” issues have become serious in a
series of events around 1990, especially after the accusation by Kim Hak-sun
from South Korea in 1991. In the 1970s, as a prehistory of “comfort women”
issues, several works based on the motif of “comfort women” were published in
the form of reportage. Despite placing the starting point of the “comfort
women” issues in the 1990s, this paper attempts to find a different context in
the genealogy of Kikigaki that began in the 1970s.

“Akagawara no ie” has been read so far to determine what Bae experienced
as a “comfort woman” which means how she was harmed. Yet, this paper
suggests that this approach may be influenced by the framework of “comfort
women” issues that are considered to have started in the 1990s. Previous
research on Kawada Fumiko and “Akagawara no ie” focuses on only how she
had listened to others’ experiences. The most important point is, however, to
consider how she had written and how we can read it.

Taking into account Kawada’s early works from the 1970s to the 1980s,
“Akagawara no ie” is an extension of those previous works. That means, from
the earlier works, Kawada tried to write how the speakers lived with their own
will, not just how miserable they were. The postwar description of Bae Bong-gi

in Okinawa in “Akagawara no ie” makes clear that Kawada is not trying to just
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reveal the reality of Bae’s damage there, but rather describes how she tried to
survive in postwar Okinawa.

If we can call the connection between Kawada Fumiko, Bae Bong-gi, and
“we”, the readers, as “solidarity”, this “solidarity” leads “Akagawara no ie” to a
different context than it has been in the past. It may not take place on the
streets like a social movement, nor may “we” be able to recognize a visible.
However, by reading “Akagawara no ie” with considering how Kawada tried to
write, we can connect the living and the dead, such as Bae Bong-gi, Kawada
Fumiko, and “we”, and respond to them in a way that transcends time and
place. In this paper, I dare to say that there is, indeed, a “solidarity” that begins
with Kikigaki.
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